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and countries must be multiplied by all the periods
of time besides that in which Christ appeared, in
order to get at the number of chances against an
accidental fulfilment of the prediction. Very
early in Old Testament history it was foretold
not only that the promised deliverer should de-
scend from the first parents of the race, but that
he should be of the seed of Abraham. This in-
creased the chances against an accidental fulfil-
ment by all the men in the world contemporary
with Abraham, from whom this deliverer might
possibly come. As time rolled on the prophecy
was limited to Isaac, excluding the other children
of Abraham ; then it was limited to Jacob, exclud-
ing the other children of Isaac; then again it
was limited to Judah, excluding the other chil-
dren of Jacob; then it was limited again to the
family of David, excluding all other families in
the tribe of Judah; then again it was limited to
Solomon, excluding the other children of David ;
then again it was limited to Mary, excluding all
other contemporary virgins of the line of Solomon.
Now, with each of these limitations, a large num-
ber of chances against an accidental fulfilment
was connected, and all these numbers must be
made, in turn, multipliers to preceding amounts
increased by each; so that the progression of
chances against an accidental fulfilment with the
lapse of time becomes absolutely incalculable.
Failure in any one particular would have ruined
the prophecy; but amid billions of chances for
failure, the family records of the tribes of Israel,
which they were obliged to keep by statute, prove,